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Agenda

Topics 

● New features and enhancements - Jenny Shandelman, Rebecca Alpert, and, Katie McFaul
● Colors and Css variables enhancements on site - Gina Doyle
● PatternFly content style guide - Abi Donahue
● E-training for Sketch library - Mary Shakshober
● Website research findings - Steve Cauffman

What’s coming up

● What we’re working on next - Rachael Petrie and Zack Allen

Q&A



New features and enhancements

● Card view - Jenny Shandelman
● Extra-large empty state - Rebecca Alpert
● Select enhancement- Katie McFaul

https://www.patternfly.org/v4/documentation/react/demos/cardview
https://www.patternfly.org/v4/documentation/react/components/emptystate#extra-large
https://github.com/patternfly/patternfly-react/pull/3895


Topics



PatternFly site: Colors 
page and CSS variable 
mapping



Colors page

Updates and new additions

● Groupings of colors based on variables and how 

they are used within components

● Specifics per each color swatch including 

variable names, hex value, information about 

where that color is used

● See the whole color palette and for each color, 

get the palette color name, hex value and all 

variables associated with that color

See it live!

P.S. Thank you Zack!

https://www.patternfly.org/v4/design-guidelines/styles/colors


Variable mapping

Updates and new additions

● CSS variables page is broken into 3 groups

○ CSS variables

○ Chart CSS variables

○ Font type CSS variables

● Variables per component show a full mapping of 

how that variable gets to the value (accordion 

example)

See it live!

Color of expanded 
panel text

I want to know...

I need...

Variable

Selector

Variable

Variable React token Value

Global CSS variable

Sass variable
Palette color

Mapping

Hex value

P.S. Thank you Joachim!

https://www.patternfly.org/v4/documentation/core/components/accordion
https://www.patternfly.org/v4/documentation/core/components/accordion
https://www.patternfly.org/v4/documentation/overview/global-css-variables


PatternFly content enhancements: 
Style guide
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Design guidelines

Content

Style guide 
Voice 

Writing



3 parts of the current style guide:

Style

●  Mechanics 

● Capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
more

Voice

● Being clear, concise, 
useful, conversational, 
consistent   

● Writing for all 
audiences

Writing

●  UX writing in the 
design process

●  UX writing tips



Identify need

● In-depth UX writing details 

● Template for Flyers

● Single source of truth



Create solution

● Feedback 

● Research

● Group decision



PatternFly style guide

Unify all UX writing guidelines into a single 
PatternFly style guide. 

Expand upon what we have to include more in-depth, 
comprehensive UX writing guidelines and best practices.

Strengthen our content community.



Research

Drafting

Creating new content & 
removing irrelevant content

Reviewal & feedback

Final updates

Launch



Thank you!



Sketch design 
e-training for PatternFly



Sketch design 
e-training for 
PatternFly

Coming soon!

A resource by the PF visual 
design team



A self-guided approach to in-person workshops with...

Helpful videos and content 
embedded in the course

Hands-on quizzes and 
Sketch activity starter files

Helpful Sketch keyboard 
shortcuts and tricks



Current direction for 
what’s to come...

Check out a sneak peak

https://marvelapp.com/55dfejd


Any questions? 



PatternFly Website 
Usability Results



Background

● This study was conducted as the second part of an overall effort to evaluate 
the usability of the PatternFly website. 

○ First portion looked at the masthead and sidebar navigation 
structures. 

● The PatternFly team was primarily interested in the effectiveness of the 
documentation presented on the PF website. 

○ Also interested in mobile use and usability of search functionality. 



Method
● This study used a semi-structured interview method to obtain qualitative 

data about users’ experience with the PF website
● 6 participants were recruited internally.
● Interviews lasted approximately 30-45 minutes each
● 4 participants classified themselves as designers

○ Other 2 classified as developers. 
● Questions ranged from basic information about participant’s role, use of 

the website in mobile devices, use of the search function, and use of the 
documentation. 

● At the end, participants were presented with an alternative mockup of the 
documentation and asked their thoughts. 



Result Highlights



Documentation - Does it meet your needs?

● 2 participants (1 designer, 1 developer) said the documentation meets their needs
○ 4 participants said it does not. 

● Primary reason for this was related to the examples
○ 3 participants (2 designers, 1 developer) mentioned that the examples are 

isolated and lack context about how the components fit together with each other 
on a page. 

■ “I wish there were more demos, examples in context. Wish more things 
were clickable. More real life actual code examples to see the 
interactions.”

○ 2 participants (1 designer, 1 developer) mentioned that there is a significant gap 
between the design guidelines and documentation

■ Some components exist in the documentation and not the design 
guidelines

● “The divorced nature of the design guidelines from the widgets 
makes it harder for me to use. Certain widgets exist only as HTML 
or React but not both”

● “There’s a gap between the design guidelines and documentation 
with no link between them”



Documentation - Pain Points

● Two major pain points observed
○ Not enough examples shown in context. 

■ Participants suggested multiple solutions...
● Having multiple versions of examples, one isolated, and one in 

context to see interactions.
● Having a dummy app with all components built to see how each one 

works.
○ Having to navigate back and forth between design and usage of components.

■ Participants were frustrated with having to go back and forth between 
design guidelines and documentation for the same component.

● Designers do not necessarily know the difference between HTML and React
○ Need more explanation around each one. 



Alternative Mockup

● Participants were shown an alternative mockup at the end of the interview 
and asked their thoughts. 

● The alternative tries to address some of the pain points that people had 
mentioned

○ Also based off of the results from the first phase of the study on the 
navigation structure. 



Alternative Mockup



Alternative Mockup



Alternative Mockup



Alternative Mockup

● Overall, participants felt that this was an improvement over the current design. 
○ “Yes, this makes a lot more sense, having it broken down into design and develop. I kinda like 

it.”
○ “I think this would work better for me. It feels like a more simplified navigation.”

● There were some issues that participants mentioned though
○ “Hard to tell what is UI itself and what is examples.”
○ “Pull components up to a top level nav category.” 
○ “Not sure about the button types dropdown. Might be too granular.”
○ “Examples might be trickier to navigate. Is there a way to see all examples at once?”
○ “I would probably push carats all the way to the right.”
○  “May want to consider changing the "Code" section title to something else.”
○ “New Props section seems harder to read than old one”
○ “I would like an indicator that says which props are required or not”



Any questions?



Thank you!



What we’re working on next

● Working on major release
● Helpful link to follow our release schedule - Zack Allen

https://github.com/patternfly/patternfly-react/milestone/28
https://github.com/patternfly/patternfly-org/issues/1827


Q&A


